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All students should mark 
their calendars for April 7, as 
it’ll be the last day the offi  ce of 
Essential Studies will be accept-
ing applications for students to 
In preparation for student 
elections on April 12, the Da-
kota Student is sitting down 
with candidates for Student 
Body President to talk about 
their backgrounds, motiva-
tions and platforms. Featured 
in this issue: John Bjorklund. 
Junior and political science 
major John Bjorklund has had 
a year of experience in student 
government as an off-campus 
Senator. Bjorklund was moti-
vated to run for President due 
to his view that student gov-
ernment “no longer has any 
transparency.” 
He criticizes the current 
administration for failing to 
alert students to public meet-
ing times or sending out regu-
lar e-mail updates. These are 






















accountable,” Bjorklund said. 
The SFAC, which stands 
for Student Fee Advisory 
Committee, reports to the 
President and advises on the 
distribution of mandatory stu-
dent fees not connected to a 
particular course or program. 
Bjorklund is particularly con-
cerned by the fact that there 
are more faculty members 
than students on this commit-
tee, and feels that “students 
should have a voice in student 
fees.” 
As President, Bjorklund 
says that his main duty is to 
be the “voice of the students,” 
particularly in handling the 
student fee budget. One of his 
goals is to make sure student 
organizations are receiving 
adequate funding. “$100,000 
allocated for student organi-
zations is not sufficient,” says 
Bjorklund, referring to the cur-
rent budget, “That equals out 
to $10 per student.” 
Like many UND students, 
Bjorklund is concerned by the 
university’s current budget 
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ernment is not 
serving the 
interest of the 
students. They 
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Geno Crandall evades a Weber State defender during a game earlier this season at the Betty Engelstad Sioux Center. 







participate in the undergraduate 
showcasing on Tuesday, May 2 
through Thursday, May 4.
Dr. Ryan Zerr, the universi-
ty’s director of Essential Studies 
as well as a mathematics profes-
sor, is expecting a large number 
of students to att end this year. 
This year’s event is incorporat-
ing more programs than ever 
before.
“I’d expect hundreds of stu-
dents,” Zerr said. “Last spring 
was the fi rst spring we did the 
essential studies capstone ver-
sion of this, and there was some-
thing like 200 students in att en-
dance. I’m nearly certain we’ll 
have more than that, probably 
double if not triple those num-
bers.”
This will mark the fi rst year 
the showcase will incorporate 
the honors program, college 
of engineering and mines and 
students who are musically in-
clined to participate in the event. 
continues on page 2
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New Reign loops music Saturday at the University Park warming house during the second Koselig event.
Diane Newberry
The Dakota Student
In case you missed it
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1 | Government
concerns; he believes the 
main problem lies in the 
structuring of univer-
sity’s administration and 
staff. 
“There are 3 percent 
more students at UND 
than at NDSU, but we 
have 33 percent more 
middle management and 
faculty” Bjorklund said, 
citing statistics from the 
Grand Forks Herald that 
he says are currently 
“unchallenged.”
As a squad leader in 
the Minnesota Army Na-
tional Guard, Bjorklund 
says his most important 
duty was to “teach and 
show new recruits the 
ropes.” He believes that 
this experience has pre-
pared him for leadership 
at UND.
“What will happen 
this May is the fi rst sort of 
full-blown undergraduate 
showcase,” Zerr said. “The 
idea focused on essential 
studies capstone courses. 
What we’re looking to do 
is to expand upon that 
idea.”
From past showcases, 
students have primarily 
used posters as their vi-
sual for the presentation. 
Zerr believes the inclusion 
of the various programs 
will diversify the presen-
tations. 
“The goal is to accom-
modate prett y much any-
thing one might want to 
do,” Zerr said. “I fully ex-
pect there to be some live 
musical performances. I 
think it’s also the case that 
there will be some record-
ed performances; the pre-
senter will engage with the 
                                                   Daniel Yun / Dakota Student
John Bjorkland is one of the candidates running for UND student body president this April (top and 
bottom).
audience as to what is go-
ing on, while at the same 
time, incorporate his/her 
piece in the background.”
The showcase itself 
will be take place over 
several days. Day one will 
exclusively handle pre-
sentations within both the 
honors program and the 
college of engineering and 
mines, while day two will 
be available for university-
wide undergraduate pre-
sentations.
In past events similar 
to the showcase, Zerr has 
witnessed many diff er-
ent presentation from the 
departments involved in 
this semester’s showcase. 
This allowed Zerr to know 
what the new incorpo-
rations will bring to the 
table.
“Last spring, there 
were a number of students 
from the computer science 
or engineering that had 
an actual design project,” 
Zerr said. “We also had 
students from the visual 
arts capstone who had 
artwork displayed in the 
library and discussed the 
nature of the work they 
did.”
There is still plenty of 
time for students to sub-
mit applications for the 
showcase. With the dead-
line more than a month 
away, Zerr encourages 
students to jump on the 
opportunity. In addition, 
Zerr believes there are 
benefi ts to being involved 
in the showcase. 
“It can also be an op-
portunity to give a presen-
tation that one could put 
on a resume,” Zerr said. 
“To perhaps bett er distin-
guish oneself from others 
on campus; to provide bet-
ter employment opportu-
nities.”
With the event taking 
place closer to the end of 
the school year, there can 
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be pros to att ending, even 
if one isn’t presenting any-
thing. Primarily early year 
students would benefi t the 
most from this event, Zerr 
believes. 
“On one hand you 
might be a freshman look-
ing to know what you 
could be doing in your 
fi eld come senior year,” 
Zerr said. “You could also 
be an undeclared search-
ing for something that 
might interests you. I think 
the showcase would be a 
good place to do that.”
Students interested in 
applying for the showcase 
can fi nd it on the univer-





 4 | Opinion 
Death by baseball
At the time, the same 
ball would be used the 
duration of the game. 
In order to gain an ad-
vantage over the hitter, 
pitchers would routinely 
“dirty up” the ball. Dirt, 
tobacco spit and what-
ever else the pitcher 
could get away with was 
smeared over the ball.
Due to repeated use, 
the ball would not only 
become harder to see, it 
would become soft and 
misshapen: two traits 
that make accurate pitch-
ing more difficult as well.
The ball connected 
with the side of Chap-
man’s head. As batters 
were not required to 
wear batting helmets — 
and wouldn’t for several 
decades — the full force 
of the pitch was concen-
trated on Chapman’s 
skull.  
The contact was so 
loud Mays assumed 
Chapman had managed 
to connect on a swing. 
As the ball bounced off 
Chapman’s head and 
back to the mound, Mays 
grounded the ball and 
threw to first as Chap-
man crumpled to the 
ground.
Chapman, bleeding 
from his ear and with a 
fresh laceration on his 
face, attempted to walk 
back to his dugout, locat-
ed near deep center field. 
He collapsed near sec-
ond base, where he was 
retrieved and rushed to 
the clubhouse.
12 hours later, after 
a failed surgery, Ray 
Chapman died. He re-
mains the only MLB 
player to be killed by 
a pitch during a major 
league game.
The Cleveland Indi-
ans went on to win the 
game, 4-3. Later that 
same season, they would 
win both the pennant 
and the club’s first World 
Series Championship.
Nowadays, batters 
are required to wear hel-
mets when they dig in at 
the plate. Due to other 
mishaps at the Minor 
League level, first and 
third base coaches are 
also required to wear 
batting helmets. But 
that’s another story for 
another time.
Baseballs are now 
replaced regularly dur-
ing games as well. Look 
closely the next time 
you’re watching an MLB 
baseball game, if the 
ball hits the dirt during 
a pitch, the umpire will 
toss it aside and dig into 
a small pouch on his per-
son, retrieving a new ball 
and either throwing it to 
the pitcher or handing it 
off to the catcher.
With Spring Train-
ing officially beginning, 
baseball is back in sea-
son. Major League teams 
are currently squaring 
off in either Florida or 
Arizona.
In what will seem 
Matt Eidson
The Dakota Student
Carl Mays stood on 
the pitcher’s mound at 
the Polo Grounds in 
Manhattan, N.Y., work-
ing his way through the 
fifth inning of a soon-
to-be infamous baseball 
game on Aug. 16, 1920.
At the plate was 
Cleveland Indians short-
stop Ray Chapman, a 
batter known to crowd 
the plate: a habit that 
would prove costly for 
the 29 year old.
Mays had developed 
a reputation for throw-
ing at hitters, a com-
monly used intimidation 
tactic. His insistence on 
connecting the base-
ball to flesh earned him 
a malicious record in 
1917: most batters hit by 
a pitch. He would claim 
second place for the 
same record in both 1918 
and 1919.
Mays’ pitches re-
leased just above the 
ground, a technique re-
ferred to as the “subma-
rine pitch.” This form 
made his pitches diffi-
cult to hit, and in some 
cases, difficult to control.
Mays wound up, 
whipped his arm around 
and released the ball. The 
pitch sailed the 60 feet, 
six inches to home plate, 
where Chapman waited. 
It would be the last pitch 
Chapman ever saw.
Matt Eidson is the news editor for   The 
Dakota Student. He can be reached at  
stewart .eidson@und.edu.com
like no time at all, open-
ing day will be here and 
ballparks across Ameri-
ca will be opening their 
gates for eager specta-
tors, ready to reach back 
in time and enjoy the 
thrills and excitements 
so many millions have 
enjoyed for over a hun-
dred years.
No matter your team, 
this time of year is excit-
ing. The possibilities are 
endless. Will the defend-
ing World Series Cham-
pions, the Chicago Cubs, 
retake their crown? Will 
another powerhouse 
team take the thrown in 
late October? Or will an 
underdog with a care-
fully selected farm sys-
tem of young talent rise 
above the teams with 
millions of dollars at 
their disposal?
Only time will tell. 
The season is young 
and the anticipation is 
great, but seeing baseball 
games taking place again 
is enough to invoke the 
smell of the ballpark in 
President Donald 
Trump recently held a 
restricted press briefing 
which excluded CNN, 
the New York Times, 
L.A. Times, Buzzfeed 
and Politico. News out-
lets treat this as an act 
of war against the first 
amendment, claiming 
that this marks the first 
time in American his-
tory that a president has 
impeded on the people’s 
right to free speech. Un-
fortunately, this isn’t the 
first time something like 
this has happened.
In fact, the Obama ad-
ministration did some-
thing similar in 2008. 
During his campaign for 
president, Obama forced 
reporters from conserva-
tive newspapers to leave 
his campaign plane. 
There wasn’t quite as 
much attention paid 
when this happened. 
The difference here is 
it is now a Republican 
president and, thus, au-
tomatically the offense is 
deemed greater.
It’s no secret that 
our news media tends 
to skew to the more lib-
eral side of politics. It is 
hypocrital the democrats 
feel the need to criticize 
the Trump administra-
tion for the same thing 
Obama not so long ago. 
This only indicates that 
certain people are above 
reproach. This should 
never be the case. Any 
leader elected by the 
people to govern the na-
tion should be suscepti-
ble to the scrutiny of the 
investigative intellect of 
our news reporters.
Regardless of which 
side is responsible for 
starting this pattern 
in the first place, it’s a 
slippery slope to block 
portions of the first 
amendment altogether. 
Freedom of speech is a 
fundamental right and, 
some would say, the cor-
nerstone of our Constitu-
tion. Stifling it by spe-
cifically choosing which 
news media covers 
White House briefings is 
more than just disdain-
ful, it’s intolerable.
Any media outlet 
should be able to have 
access to information 
as vital to the nation as 
would be presented at 
the White House. What 
does this speak to but 
selectivity of those who 
would only further the 
President’s agenda or at 
the very least not hinder 
it? 
It’s the reporters who 
don’t share the presi-
dent’s point of view who 
ask the hard questions. 
The questions that delve 
deep into an issue and 
extract the truth of the 
matter. Could it be that 
our national leaders are 
threatened by the pow-
er of the media and the 
opinion of the people? 
To answer rather blunt-
ly, they ought to be.
As spoken by Abra-
ham Lincoln, we have 
a “government of the 
people, by the people, 
President Trump’s media ban
early summer.
In preparation for 
the quickly approach-
ing opening day, stories 
of baseball legends, old 
and new, are worth shar-
ing. Leading up to the 
first pitch of 2017, keep 
on eye out for tales from 
America’s oldest sport 






for the people.” Infring-
ing on our Constitutional 
rights is tantamount to 
betrayal of the people’s 
trust. Faith in the Consti-
tution, faith in the Presi-
dent, faith in freedom of 
speech — these are all at 
stake when the people we 
put in power take advan-
tage of their position to 
further their own agen-
da. Advocates for justice 
across the nation shout 
out for justice without 
fear of reprimand only 
because of the strength 
and power invested in 
the first amendment.
There’s no doubt that 
it was a mistake to allow 
any kind of media ban 
in the first place, but, 
presently, the impor-
tance should be placed 
on stopping this kind of 
behavior. No president 
should be able to ban 
any media from a brief-
ing for the mere fact that 
they don’t like the way 
that media presents their 
message or because they 
ask questions the presi-
dent might not want to 
answer. 
The prevailing power 
of the first amendment 
should be given priority 
over the nuances of party 
politics. Policies like this 
not only threaten our 
Constitutional rights, 
but also the power of 
capitalism and transpar-




Elizabeth Fequiere is a staff writer for   
The Dakota Student. She can be reached 
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Ray Chapman (pictured above) is the only major league player to be killed by a pitch during a game.
President Trump 
proved himself to be the 
champion America needs 
on Tuesday night, as he 
delivered his first address 
to a joint session of Con-
gress. Glum Democrats sat 
on their hands while Re-
publicans praised Trump 
for keeping his campaign 
promises — promises that 
won him the presidency.
After five weeks of 
back-and-forth with the 
Washington establish-
ment, Trump seized the 
opportunity to establish 
his presidential posture 
and to accept the tradition 
that defines and digni-
fies the presidency.  The 
speech was an outstand-
ing opportunity to set a 
positive tone to the Trump 
administration following a 
number of weeks of vehe-
ment opposition.
Trump’s demeanor 
was cool, calm and collect-
ed during the speech, and 
I felt optimistic for Amer-
ica’s future upon its con-
clusion. Despite the deep 
ideological divide be-
tween parties, Trump was 
able to preach his policies 
to an audience dedicated 
to a positive future for all 
Americans. 
According to a CNN/
ORC poll of speech-watch-
ers, President Trump’s 
first address to Congress 
was met with positive re-
gard. CNN reports, “Over-
all, about 7-in-10 said the 
speech made them feel 
more optimistic about the 
direction of the country.” 
Whether or not the 
audience approved of 
President Trump himself, 
is a completely differ-
ent story. This was par-
ticularly obvious in the 
chosen apparel by many 
Democratic women. A 
number of the 66 Demo-
cratic women who make 
up the House Democratic 
Women’s Working Group 
wore white clothing, com-
memorating the women’s 




in support of women’s 
rights — in spite of a @
POTUS who doesn’t!” 
Nancy Pelosi tweeted on 
Tuesday. CNN reported 
that the members wear-
ing white showed support 
for Planned Parenthood, 
affordable health care, re-
productive rights, equal 
pay, paid leave, affordable 
child care and “lives free 
from fear and violence.” 
While the efforts of 
the Democratic women 
were admirable, I don’t 
think the President’s first 
address to Congress was 
an ideal place to demon-
strate their support for the 
aforementioned causes. 
I strongly agree with the 
call for unity made by Re-
publican Rep. Cathy Mc-
Morris Rodgers, the chair 
of the House Republican 
Conference. 
“Typically, when a 
president is elected, you 
have that coming together 
as a country, which we 
haven’t had, and I’m hope-
ful that people will listen 
to his message tonight 
and that they’ll be willing 
to come together, find the 
common ground, so that 
we can do the important 
work that the people ex-
pect us to do.” McMorris 
Rodgers told CNN’s Erin 
Burnett. 
Congressional Repub-
licans were largely recep-
tive of Trump’s ideas — as 
evidenced in the dozens 
of times they interrupted 
him with standing ova-
tions. However, Demo-
crats looked for any op-
portunity they could seize 
to demonstrate their oppo-
sition of the newly elected 
president. Despite the 
opposition from the left, 
Mr. Trump exhibited how 
eager he was to move past 
the trivial partisan argu-
ments that plague us.
“The time for small 
thinking is over, the time 
for trivial fights is behind 
us,” Trump said. “From 
now on, America will be 
empowered by our aspira-





The protesters have 
finally abandoned the 
“Sacred Stone Camp,” 
and the state has been 
moving down on the 
camp to clean up the tat-
tered remains of thou-
sands of protesters over 
the past six months. It’s 
time to have a post-mor-
tem discussion of what 
has and will happen, 
both with the pipeline 
and the region as whole, 
while also evaluating the 
successes and failures of 
the protest.
The protest effort 
garnered nearly 500,000 
likes on Facebook, had at 
least 15 major metropoli-
tan cities sign resolu-
tions of support for their 
cause, including Min-
neapolis and St. Paul, 
and at its peak had over 
10,000 people in the pro-
test camps. This would 
have made the Dakota 
Access Pipeline (DAPL) 
protest camp the 10th 
largest city in the state 
by a healthy margin of 
30 percent. 
Protests made the 
weekly national news 
circuit, forcing everyone 
to talk about the impact 
of pipelines on the Unit-
ed States and caused 
an albeit temporary re-
straining of the comple-
tion of the pipeline. Ad-
ditionally, they brought 
to the forefront a series 
of Native American is-
sues and perhaps had 
the largest mobilization 
of individuals in sup-
port of perceived Native 
American’s rights in the 
history of the country.
Unfortunately, the 
protesters chose to settle 
in a floodplain, and cre-
ated roughly 4.5 million 
pounds of waste that 
must be removed before 
the snow melts and the 
water pushes the waste 
into the nearby river, 
which they were ironi-
cally protesting to pro-
tect. 
It would also be the 
fourth worst single en-
vironmental event in the 
history of the state of 
After the garbage settles
Dave Owen
The Dakota Student
North Dakota. The pro-
testers cost the state a to-
tal of $33 million directly 
as of Feb. 17, and this is 
expected to peak at $40 
million by the end of the 
cleanup efforts, nearly 
.6 percent of our annual 
budget, to speak nothing 
of the greater economic 
damage caused by lack 
of productivity and gen-
eral disorder caused in 
cities across the state as 
a result of the protests. 
The protesters also 
seemed to ignore the 
American legal process, 
continuing to protest de-
spite both executive and 
judicial orders to leave 
and refused the findings 
of the U.S. Courts, which 
stated that the pipelines 
were both legal and 
could continue at their 
nearest convenience. 
Lastly, the protests 
frequently got violent, 
with protesters deal-
ing about $10 million in 
damages to the construc-
Dave Owen is a staff writer for The 
Dakota Student. He can be reached at  
dowen123455@yahoo.com
tion company’s proper-
ty, bringing the total di-
rect damage amounting 
to $5000 caused per per-
son who participated. 
In my opinion the 
answer is simple, the 
construction companies, 
and the pipeline own-
ers were the victims of 
these protests. In any 
legitimate political dem-
onstration, violence and 
property damage are not 
permissible. The second 
you start lighting things 
Liz Kacher is a staff writer for   The 
Dakota Student. She can be reached at  
mary.kacher@und.edu.com







In preparation for 
the quickly approach-
ing opening day, stories 
of baseball legends, old 
and new, are worth shar-
ing. Leading up to the 
first pitch of 2017, keep 
on eye out for tales from 
America’s oldest sport 
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tion to unify our country 
was seen during the most 
emotional moment of the 
speech, when he recog-
nized Carryn Owens, the 
widow of William “Ryan” 
Owens, a member of a 
Navy SEAL team who was 
killed during a commando 
raid that the president au-
thorized in Yemen. 
“The challenges we 
face as a Nation are great. 
But our people are even 
greater. And none are 
greater or braver than 
those who fight for Amer-
ica in uniform,” Trump 
said as he introduced Ryan 
Owens’ widow. 
This was the moment 
in Trump’s speech when 
I believe he truly became 
the President. He showed 
his dedication to unifying 
us beyond our partisan 
lines. Partisan lines were 
clearly blurred during 
the two minutes and 11 
seconds of sustained ap-
plause for Owens’ widow. 
During the standing ova-
tion, Owens looked up at 
the ceiling as she sat cry-
ing next to Ivanka Trump, 
the President’s daughter.
“For as the Bible teach-
es us, there is no greater 
act of love than to lay 
down one’s life for one’s 
friends. Ryan laid down 
his life for his friends, for 
his country, and for our 
freedom — we will never 
forget Ryan,” Trump said.
on fire, you are no lon-
ger a protestor, you are 
a rioter. 
The DAPL individu-
als more claimed to be 
talking about how water 
is life, and we need to 
protect the river, yet are 
ironically responsible 
for a large ecological di-
saster in the state.
Combine this with a 
disrespect for both le-
gal and legislative au-
thority, and you have 
a cocktail that leaves a 
bitter taste to swallow 
for any “water warrior” 
and something that de-
mands apology from 
other activists. While the 
courts in this country are 
supposed to be the final 
arbiter of the law, the 
protesters continued to 
harass, loot and pillage 
the region despite the 
court finding the pipe-
line in the right as early 
as 2016. 
In fact, even the Na-
tive American’s in the 
movement seem to agree 
with me. Tribal chair-
man  David Archambault 
II called for protesters 
to leave nearly three 
months prior to their 
ultimate eviction, stat-
ing that the protests had 
largely become point-
less, as construction is 
all but impossible in the 
deep winter months of 
North Dakota. Unsur-
prisingly, the protesters 
ignored the voices of the 
very people they were 
claiming to protect to 
continue pushing their 
own agenda.
Photo courtesy of InsideEnergy.org




Student is looking 
for talented 
writers to apply 
for this and next 
semester. Join a 
team dedicated 
to bringing the 
news to the UND 
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The Menzingers Review
Where do you go after 
your twenties are over — 
when the adolescence fades 
and you’re stuck managing 
the pressures of adulthood 
while holding onto the last 
breath of your youth? The 
Menzingers are a band that 
tries to tackle that very 
question as the underscor-
ing theme of their new al-
bum.
The Menzingers are a 
scrappy, veteran punk rock 
band from Scranton, PA 
who released their fourth 
full-length album “After the 
Party” on Feb. 3.
The band has always 
excelled at conveying nos-
talgia through their lyrics 
and music. Embodying the 
moment after a trip down 
memory lane, with flash-
backs still fresh in the mind 
and a keenly felt anticipa-
tion for the future in the air, 
“After The Party” showcas-
es the band at their boldest 
and brightest yet.
The first song, “Tellin 
Lies,” is an angsty anthem 
that sets the stage for the 
rest of the album and cap-
tures the feelings of confu-
sion and resentment about 
growing up. This song is a 
frenzy of pure punk with 
rough vocals calling to 
mind Social Distortion.
“Where are we gonna go 
now that our twenties are 
over, everyone’s asking me 
over and over” lead singer 
Greg Barnett screams with 
demand. 
As a college student 
nearing graduation, this 
song is more than relatable 
as it focuses on being on the 
cusp of entering a new era.
It’s easy to say that ev-
ery song on the album is 
good, however, the next 
song, “Thick as Thieves,” is 
definitely one of the more 
mentionable tracks on the 
album.
This song includes gui-
tarist and co-vocalist Tom 
May perfectly matching 
Barnett’s vocal delivery, 
with a charging riff that 
marries every note and 
pitch. This song is groovy, 
catchy and depicts great 
harmonies. It’s an easy 
song to get stuck in your 
head. 
Some other mentionable 
tracks on the album include 
“Charlie’s Army,” “House 
on Fire,” “Lookers” and 
“Bad Catholics.”
The second to last song, 
“After the Party,” is worth 
mentioning as it boasts 
some of the strongest lyrics 
on the album. 
Barnett does some of his 
best work delivering feel-
ings of nostalgia and senti-
ment, with lines like, “Like 
a kaleidoscope admiring 
years, I navigate ‘round 
your tattoos,” and, “We 
put miles on these old jean 
jackets, got caught up in the 
drunk conversation.”
Overall, this album is 
easily one of the best new 
released so far this year.
The best thing about 
“After the Party” is that it 
never has a lull or slows 
down in pace. Each song 
is full of power chords, 
commanding melodies, 
poppy drums and likeable 
rhythms. From start to fin-
ish, this album is full of 
bangers, which will leave 
listeners dancing through-
out the whole thing.
Cameron Campbell
The Dakota Student
“As a college student nearing 
graduation, this song is more than 
relatable, as it focuses on being on the 
cusp of entering a new era.”
Cameron Campbell
Truth and Reconciliation
Cameron Campbell is a staff writer for   
The Dakota Student. She can be reached 
at  cameron.campbell @und.edu.com
Photo courtesy of The Menzingers official Facebook page.
The Menzingers band posing for a band photo.
What does inclusive-
ness mean to you? Per-
haps it is being accepted 
and respected regard-
less of culture or beliefs. 
However you visualize 
inclusiveness you can 
probably think back to 
a time when you felt in-
cluded and the happiness 
associated with it. 
Inclusiveness allows 
groups to live in har-
mony and can help heal 
past injustices. This is 
why creating a culture of 
inclusiveness at the Uni-
versity of North Dakota 
(UND) is so important. 
How can we create a cul-
ture of greater inclusive-
ness? One way is attend-
ing events sponsored by 
different groups through-
out the year.
Every year the Uni-
versity of North Dakota 
American Indian com-
munities host numerous 
events.  These groups 
include American Indian 
Student Services (AISS), 
University of North Da-
kota Indian Association 
(UNDIA), Indian Stud-
ies Association (ISA), 
American Indian Science 
and Engineering Society 
(AISES) and many others. 
Each organization hosts 
events specific to their or-
ganization’s purpose and 
the events range in size 
and frequency. 
For example, every 
Friday beginning in Oc-
tober the American Indi-
an Student Services wel-
comes everyone to join 
them for “Soup Friday” 
at their center from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. People 
from both Native and 
non-Native backgrounds 
attend this weekly event 
and engage in conver-
sation and in building 
friendships. Michael 
Schwartz, co-author of 
this article, can recall the 
first time he attended this 
event, “I was a bit tenta-
tive and outside of my 
comfort zone but I was 
warmly welcomed and 
quickly felt at ease.”
Every year in the 
spring UNDIA hosts the 
Wacipi Powwow while 
ISA hosts Time-Out-
Week.  The timing of 
events and collaboration 
between groups is meant 
to bring culture and edu-
cation together. 
The Wacipi Powwow 
and Time-Out-Week 
bring people, not only 
from the local area, but 
also from all over the 
nation. The powwow 
is a celebration of life 
with dance and drum-
ming competitions, food, 
prayer and the opportu-
nity for old friendships 
and new. Time-Out-
Week is an educational 
week of events on culture 
and contemporary issues 
leading up to Wacipi. 
Natives and especially 
non-Natives are welcome 
and encouraged to attend 
any of these events.
If you look at the 
monthly events calendar 
for UND you will realize 
that the above examples 
only scratch the surface 
of the events hosted by 
American Indian groups. 
However, if you were to 
ask a non-Native whether 
or not they have attended 
one of these events dur-
ing their time at UND the 
answer would probably 
be no.
The reasons vary 
but quite often it is that 
students do not realize 
how welcome they are at 
these events. If you read 
the UNDIA Constitu-
tion their purpose is to 
promote a better under-
standing of cultures be-
tween American Indians, 
students, faculty, staff, 
and the general public.
We constantly hear 
the word “inclusiveness” 
thrown around, espe-
cially on campus, which 
seems to desensitize us 
from the real power it 
holds. Even with the em-
phasis placed on inclu-
siveness a quick search on 
the internet indicates that 
different groups across 
college campuses seem 
to be more divided than 
ever.  Each and every 
UND student has the op-
portunity to help shape a 
culture of inclusiveness, 
on and off campus.
It is important for 
each of us to take oppor-
tunities to build new re-
lationships and develop 
a broader and deeper 
understanding of our 
campus community, city 
community, and all the 
cultures within them.
Possibly the larg-
est cause of division be-
tween individuals and 
groups on UND’s cam-
pus is a lack of dialogue. 
Think about any nega-
tive perceptions you may 
have of another group on 
campus. Were those per-
ceptions a result of direct 
dialogue with that group 
or some preconceived 
notion from an outside 
source? The authors 
guess it might well be the 
latter.
It is not easy to over-
come beliefs and percep-
tions we have built up 
over time. Do not un-
derestimate the power of 
taking a small step, such 




as attending an event like 
the ones mentioned earli-
er. All it takes is two peo-
ple to start a dialogue. 
Will you be part of the ef-
fort to shape a culture of 
inclusiveness at UND?
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UND Art Collection displays at the Empire
Ben Godfrey is a staff writer for The 





UND Art Collections 
began an exhibition this 
past Tuesday, Feb. 28, at 
the Empire Arts Center. 
The exhibition is titled, 
“The Creative Impulse: 
Artists from North Dakota 
and the Broader Region.” 
It will run from Feb. 28 to 
April 12, 2017. 
The show features 
historical and contempo-
rary works by artists of 
the North Dakota plains 
region, including UND 
presidents and alumni. 
According to the UND 
Art Collections, the goal 
is to showcase the creativ-
ity of the people here and 
invite us to, “contemplate 
whether the arts are just 
a frill or a necessary part 
of human life.”  Pieces of 
many different mediums 
are showcased, including 
watercolor, oil on canvas, 
lithograph, woodcutting, 
ceramics and photograph. 
Works in the exhibition 
illustrate different facets of 
the state’s history. “Mill-
ing Wheat,” an oil paint-
ing done in 1934 by Isabel 
Pearl Snelgrove, gives us a 
look into North Dakota’s 
early agricultural industry. 
There are Native American 
works from the past and 
present, including Ben-
nett Brien’s 1990 graphite 
drawing, “Bison.” 
A buckskin pair of moc-
casins and buffalo hide 
bag from an unknown 
maker stood out to me 
for their beautiful design 
and craftsmanship. They 
are believed to have been 
made in the 1880s or 1890s. 
The “creative impuls-
es” of a few former (and 
current) UND presidents 
are featured at the exhibi-
tion as well. Works from 
Frank LeRond McVey, 
George Starcher, Charles 
E. Kupchella, Robert O. 
Kelley and Mark Kennedy 
are showcased. It’s inter-
esting to see how many 
presidents the university 
has had that have created 
with no formal training. It 
goes to show how impor-
tant creativity is to our hu-
man experience.
Debbie Kennedy, cur-
rent first lady of UND has 
her own case at the show. 
Using materials like silk, 
straw, glass beads and 
feathers, Mrs. Kennedy 
creates elegant hats for use 
in the theatre arts. A select 
few of her works are dis-
played at “The Creative 
Impulse.” 
A large collaborative 
effort was required to 
organize the exhibition. 
Dawn Botsford, Arthur 
Jones, Emily Montgomery 
and Debbie Storrs worked 
together as exhibition cu-
rators. A variety of cura-
torial assistants, graduate 
research assistants and 
collection assistants also 
played a role in the plan-
ning and execution of the 
event.
A portion of the art-
works featured were 
purchased with funds 
provided by the Myers 
Foundations. This orga-
nization supports the ac-
tivities of the UND Depart-
ment of Art and Design 
through continued dona-
tions that provide for the 
purchase and maintenance 
of collections.
Arthur F. Jones is the 
Founding Director for the 
UND Art Collections. Ac-
cording to the University’s 
web page, “the mission of 
the UND Art Collections is 
to facilitate the use of the 
University’s art for edu-
cation, research and com-
munity cultural enrich-
ment…” 
Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
The Empire Arts Center held a cooperative gallery reception on Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2017 with local artists including current UND 
President Mark Kennedy as well as prior Presidents and campus faculty.
Koselig, Grand 
Forks’ winter event 
planning group, host-
ed a rather interesting 
event last Saturday eve-
ning. Three local hip-
hop artists, Zen People, 
featuring DJ New Reign, 
performed at the Uni-
versity Park warming 
house as a ‘kick off’ to 
their Midwest “Aight, 
Tight Tour,” which be-
gan Feb. 21, 2017.
Koselig is a local or-
ganization with the goal 
of trying to get people 
in the Grand Forks com-
munity to be more active 
during the winter sea-
son. Therefore,  Koselig 
has been working to 
plan more events people 
can attend in the win-
ter, specifically hosted 
at the University Park 
warming house. Koselig 
has a Facebook page and 
creates fliers to promote 
these events.
Unfortunately, there 
were only a couple of 
other people at this 
performance, including 
myself. The advertise-
ments stated the perfor-
mance started at 7 p.m. 
so naturally my friend 
and I arrived about 10 
minutes late, but when 
we got there it still had 
not started yet.
The event planner, 
Marcus Wax, informed 
us he was expecting ev-
erything to start around 
8 p.m., even though he 
advertised the event to 
begin at 7 p.m. That was 
a little awkward and 
disappointing since the 
crowd was so small, but 
arriving around 7 p.m. 
also allowed me to talk 
to some people there 
and see the artists warm 
up.
Wax and the mem-
bers of Zen People 
were extremely nice 
and friendly. The guys 
just wanted us to feel 
comfortable, enjoy our-
selves and have a good 
time. They also offered 
an assortment of bever-
ages and snacks for their 
guests, which I thought 
was so thoughtful of 
them. 
Zen People was 
founded in 2012, when 
a couple friends de-
cided they loved music 
enough to make a life of 
it together. Their goal 
is to build a movement, 
beginning with music. 
They want to create mu-
sic people can relate to 
and call their own, since 
they are all from such an 
unclaimed area. 
The group consists of 
three artists, Cold Sweat 
(Ryan Tetzloff) from 
Minot, N.D. Real Truth 
(Shawn Trottier) from 
Devils Lake, N.D. and 
Jantzonia (Jantzen Wyn-
ne) from Grand Forks, 
N.D. 
They have had the 
opportunity to play in 
many different loca-
tions across the country 
and have accumulated a 
pretty good amount of 
fans over the past five 
years. Zen People has 
also networked with 
bigger artists such as 
Prof. Metasota and Find-
ing Novyon. 
The location and ad-
vertising of this event 
could have been better. 
Only a few people at-
tended, because it was 
at the University Park 
warming house on a 
Saturday night. I have 
been going to school at 
the University of North 
Dakota for five years, 
and I have never heard 
of or been to an event 
at the University Park 
warming house. Also, 
the warming house defi-
nitely would not be my 
first choice of places to 
hangout on a Saturday 
night. 
With a talented group 
on the rise like Zen Peo-
ple, it would have been 
better for them to pre-
form at a bar like Level 
10, where people are al-
ready going to be there, 
and they have similar 
music tastes. 
For someone who 
loves rap and hip hop 
music, I have to say, I 
was definitely enter-
tained by Zen People. 
They all have a unique 
style as individual art-
ists, but they also come 
together nicely as a 
group, complement-
ing each other’s styles. 
I think I was the most 
impressed with Cold 
Sweat. He sounded his 
best vocally, and I was 
feeling his passion in his 
songs the most. 
Zen People as a 
group and the artists 
as individuals all have 
their own Facebook pag-
es, Twitter and Sound-
cloud profiles if you are 
interested in checking 
out these local hip hop 
stars.
Warmhouse rapping feat. Zen People
Jordan Hermes
The Dakota Student
Jordan Hermes is a staff writer for 
The Dakota Student. She can be 
reached at jordan.hermes@und.edu
The organization net-
works nationally and glob-
ally with museums and art 
conferences in order con-
tinuously share and gain 
knowledge and to further 
the University’s goals of 
higher education.
Many of you are aware 
of a petition going around 
that states that the UND 
President has been keep-
ing students in the dark 
about plans to cut liberal 
arts budgets and is “unfit” 
to represent our institution. 
In the midst of this contro-
versy, Mark Kennedy and 









>Special projects as assigned
Abilities: motivated, self-starter, multitask, confidentiality, attention to 
detail.  Experience required.  Inquire for more details. Pay and benefits DOE
Application Deadline: March 24th, 2017
Call (701)248-4040 weekdays 9-4
or email:  m.javner@gudajtesfamilyfarm.com
 
Summer Employment: Camp Counselors, Speech and Occupational Thera-
pists, Reading Instructors, Recreation, Crafts and Waterfront Personnel needed 
for summer camp in North Dakota. Working with children with special needs. 
Salary plus room and board.
Contact:
Dan Mimnaugh




an important piece of the 
region’s identity. What I’m 
wondering is, could the 
President’s involvement 
in this exhibition be an act 
of public relations in order 
to save face? It seems para-
doxical to actively support 
an event like this while 
simultaneously “gutting” 
programs in the liberal arts. 
Regardless of the con-
troversy, it’s clear that 
creativity is an important 
part to the advancement of 
higher education as well as 
a crucial piece of our hu-
man experience. The UND 
Art Collections and the 
Empire Arts Center show 
us with “The Creative Im-
pulse” that the arts are an 
important facet of the iden-
tity of the Great Plains re-
gion. The artistic works of 
the people here teach us 
about the area’s vibrant 
history. 
Visit “The Creative Im-
pulse: Artists from North 
Dakota and the Broader 
Region” at the Empire 
Arts Center from Feb. 28 to 
April 12. 
Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
New Reign (back) creates beats as rapper Jantzonia (front) freestyles this past Saturday at the 
University Park warming house during the second Koselig event.
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Former UND baseball player Ben Reznicek (right) tags out a University of Minnesota Crookston runner in the team’s last season before the program was elimi-
nated.
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Where are they now?
Adam Demoulas
Dakota Student
“Ben has a knack for getting on base- hit by pitch, walks, he’s 
got a very good eye, he kind of knows who he is.” 
 
Ed Servais-  Creighton Baseball Head Coach
Adam Demoulas is a staff writer for 
Dakota Student. 
He can be reached at 
adam.demoulas@und.edu
Ben Reznicek
Ben Reznicek, born 
and raised in Sioux Falls, 
S.D., had to make tough 
decisions throughout 
his early baseball career. 
Facing ups and downs he 
managed to get where he 
is today.
Reznicek went to 
O’Gorman High School, 
in southwest Sioux Falls. 
An athletics staff member 
at Reznicek’s high school 
believes he is “A good 
kid who developed later 
in his junior and senior 
year.” 
His focus was on 
baseball during high 
school.
Reznicek played two 
years of ball at Indian 
Hill Community College- 
Centerville.  Putting on 
a show his second year , 
Reznicek was showing his 
potential to play for UND. 
Playing for a division one 
team his goal.
Reznicek batted a 
.309 average combined 
with .306 OBP (On Base 
Percentage) in fifty-one 
games played, overall a 
record of 31-28. 
In the following year, 
Reznicek joined the UND 
baseball squad for what 
would be the final year 
of the program. In a 
disappointing season (8-
37), Reznicek played well 
in a total of forty games. 
In the last season of 
the program, Reznicek 
batted a .272 average 
that included eighteen 
RBIs and two home 
runs. He was the second 
in bases stolen (15) and 
only getting caught three 
times. 
On Apr. 12, 2016 UND 
made the decision to cut 
the baseball team due to 
budget problems. Brian 
Faison, Athletic director, 
said the team was 
“extremely disappointed” 
and “furious.” 
“It didn’t really hit 
me right away until I 
saw some of the returns 
breakdown,” Reznicek 
said. “This is actually 
happening I’m going to 
have to find a new home 
or hang it up.”
Many students like 
Reznicek faced a decision 
on what they would do 
with the remaining years 
of college. With being 
eligible for next season 
because of the program 
cut, he received many 
offers from other schools. 
Within a few days, 
Reznicek and fellow 
teammates were receiving 
offers to play elsewhere.
“It is unfortunate. 
A lot of programs on 
campus are going to deal 
with some issues. We’re 
part of the university,” 
Faison said. 
“When we found out 
we came together as a 
team,” Reznicek said. 
“I can’t imagine and 
wouldn’t wish it upon 
anyone,” regarding other 
teams getting cut. 
Many student athletes 
will have to factor in 
many aspects before they 
can come to a decision 
on whether to continue 
to play competitively or 
become a full time student 
at UND.
Reznicek considered 
staying at UND as a 
student, but not more than 
a few days. “Baseball is 
the game I love and UND 
gave me that opportunity, 
” Reznicek said.
Location and 
graduating on time 
were all things to 
consider while making 
the decision. “ I can’t 
compare the community 
here (Omaha) to the 
community in Grand 
Forks there’s something 
about the city,” Reznicek 
said.
Deciding not to 
continue being a student 
at UND, Reznicek 
accepted an offer to play 
at Creighton in Omaha, 
Nebraska. Not giving up 
the dream and continuing 
to put full effort into his 
baseball career he headed 
to Nebraska. 
Getting settled into a 
new school as well as a 
baseball team could be 
tough. The Creighton 
team has a lot of new faces 
including Reznicek after 
losing many players after 
last season. “ We have a lot 
of new positional players, 
but we are excited about 
the possibilities with this 
new group,” head coach, 
Ed Servais said.
“Ben has a knack for 
getting on base- hit by 
pitch, walks, he’s got a 
very good eye,” Servais 
said. “He kind of knows 
who he is.” 
Creighton has been 
an exceptionally good 
program that recently 
moved to the Big East 
Conference. Since being 
in the Big East, their 
winning percentage in 
the last three seasons has 
been above .700 (13-5,13-
4,14-4). 
This season thus far, 
Reznicek has played 
5 games batting a .250 
average with an OBP of 
.500. 
As far as the future 
goes for Reznicek, he 
plans on returning to the 
business he and his dad 
started several years ago, 
Rez Bats. Making wooden 
and training bats.
“I definitely want to 
own my own business 
one day,” Reznicek said. 
While going to school 
for marketing, he has 
been networking and 
establishing rapport with 
colleagues.
Reznicek stays humble 
and knows he has been 
given great opportunities 
in life. “I was blessed 
with the opportunity at 
Creighton University,” 
Reznicek said. “But I 
could not be where I am 
today if it wasn’t for Coach 
Dodson (UND head 
coach) and the University 
of North Dakota.”
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Allyson Bento is the sports editor for 
Dakota Student. 




3/3 @ 1:30 p.m. -  Conway, S.C.
W Softball
Northern Kentucky
3/3 @ 4:00 p.m. - Conway, S.C.
M Tennis
vs. Portland State






3/3  @ 6:35 p.m.
W Hockey 
vs. Wisconsin(Frozen Face-off)





About a month ago, 
it was announced the 
University of North 
Dakota Fighting Hawks 
will be leaving the Big Sky 
Conference and join the 
North Dakota State Bison 
in the Missouri Valley 
Football Conference and 
Summit League.
With the excitement 
of the move and the 
reigniting of an old fl ame 
with the Bison, we now 
need to consider what the 
two teams will compete 
for.
In a team eff ort with 
the Dakota Student’s 
counterparts at NDSU, 
The Spectrum,  we 
decided a new trophy is 
in order. Taking a look 
back in history, these two 
teams competed for “The 
old Nickel Trophy,” an 
award that is prominently 
displaying the Fighting 
Sioux logo. 
Since UND has 
undergone a name and 
logo change, the display 
of the former logo is no 
longer relevant to our 
program.
We decided it would 
be best to get our schools’ 
inputs in a new trophy.
Now it’s time to call 
out to our readers to help 
us in creating a new name 
and design for that will 
meet the expectations for 
the oldest competition in 
the nation’s football rival.
Show us
Before the football 
competition can begin, 
Photo courtesy of  thespruce.com
The old nickel trophy was used to present the rival teams mascots using the 1937 nickel that depicts a native american head and bison. 
Old Tradition, New Trophy
Allyson Bento
Dakota Student
we’ve set up a litt le 
competition of our own 
with the team at the 
Spectrum.
Until 5 p.m. March 
24, we will have an 
open period for anyone 
in NoDak Nation — 
students, staff , faculty, 
alumni, area residents, 
etc. — to submit and 
show off  their work.
We’ll take sketches, 
drawings, computer 
renderings, models, 
whatever you have. Our 
NDSU counterparts will 
be doing the same at their 
school.
Feel free to submit your 
work with us by emailing 
dakotastudentmedia@
gmail.com, or by 
submitt ing a  physical 
copy at The Dakota 
Student offi  ce, located in 
the basement fl oor of the 
Memorial Union.
Once preliminary 
entries have been 
submitt ed, a board 
comprised of The Dakota 
Student editors will 
choose our top three 
entries to move into the 
next phase.
The second phase will 
be to bring the top entries 
of both schools together 
and have community 
members from both 
campuses vote for their 
favorite.
The winner will be 
chosen by the people, 
and we will offi  cially 
recommend this to be the 
trophy for which the two 
programs will compete.
To kick off  the 
campaign, some 
suggested names for the 
new trophy by Casey 
McCarty, head news 
editor of The Spectrum, 
include Red River 
Rumble, The Green Jug, 
The Governor’s Cup and 
The Wood Chipper.
In case you missed it 
Last week in sportsW HockeyWomen’s Hockey forced game three in their first round of playoffs 
against Ohio State. The 
do or die match was 
settled by the overtime 
heroics of freshman, 
Emma Nuutinen. The 
team will head to 
Minneapolis to face the 
Wisconsin Badgers in the 
Final Face off. 
M Hockey
The Hawks hosted 
Omaha in their last 
home game of the 
regular season. Unlike 
their last series earlier 
in the season, where 
UND posted 16 points, 
the two teams split the 
series, with UND taking 
game one 6-4 and Omaha 
stealing UND’s potential 
sweep, 3-0 in game two.
M Basketball
Wrapping up their last 
road trip of the season, 
the Hawks repeated 
history in a overtime nail 
biter against Northern 
Colorado, taking the win 
from the bears, 84-81. 
The last time these two 
teams met, OT was also 
required to decide the 
final score. 
W Basketball
Following suit, the 
women’s squad took the 
win from the Bears at 
the Betty, 75-68, holding 
the top spot in the Big 
Sky Conference for the 
second week. 
